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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To attain prereading with rapid access also in 
an area whose blocks are recorded in address 
descending order by switching and controlling the 
prereading direction of a recorded information 
prereading means to an address ascending direction or 
an address descending direction in accordance with a 
reading address and recording format information. 

CONSTITUTION: Recording format information 
expressing the arrangement of respective blocks in a 
data area and a directory area in a recording medium is 
the ascending order of addresses or the descending 
order of addresses is recorded in the optional block of 
the directory area of the recording medium. The 
recording format is read out from the recording medium 
to detect whether the arrangement of respective blocks 
in the data area and the directory area in the recording 
medium is the descending order or ascending order of 
addresses. Thus either one of address ascending order 
prereading or address descending order prereading is 
selected to execute prereading. 
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